being quite unequal to it.    Friedrich answers :
' -ipril 28rt. * * " I can understand how you are getting uneasy, you' Berliners. I have the most to lose of you all ; but I am quiet, nnd prepared for events. If the Saxons take part/' as they surely will, " in the Invasion of Silesia, and we beat them, I am determined to plunge into Saxony. For great maladies, there need great remedies. Either I will maintain my all, or else lose my all." (Hear it, friend ; and understand it,— with hair lying flat!) "It is true, the disaffection of the Russian Court, on such trifling grounds, was not to be expected ; and great misfortune can befall us. Well ; a year or two sooner, a year or two later,— it is not worth one's while to bother about the very worst, If things take the better turn, our condition will be surer and firmer than it was before. If we have nothing to reproach ourselves with, neither need we fret and plague ourselves about bad events, which can happen to any man." — " I am causing despatch a secret Order for Bodoii " (on you know what), " which you will not deliver him till I give sign." ' —On hearing of the Peace of Fiissen, perhaps a day or so later, Friod-rich again writes :
' April ' (no distinct date ; Neisse still ? Quits Neisse April 28th). * * ' Peace of Fiissen, Bavaria turned against me ? "I can say nothing to it, — except, There has come what had to come. To me remains only to possess myself in patience. If all alliances, resources, and negotiations fail, and all conjunctures go against me, I prefer to perish with honour, rather than lead an inglorious life deprived of all dignity. My ambition whispers me that I have done more than another to the building-up of my House, and have played a distinguished part among the crowned heads of Europe. To maintain myself there, has become as it were a personal duty ; which I will fulfil at the expense of my happiness and my life. I have no choice left : I will maintain my power, or it may go to ruin, and the Prussian name be buried under it. If the enemy attempt anything upon us, we will either beat him, or wo will all be hewed to pieces, for the sake of our Country, and the renown of Brandenburg. No other counsel can I listen to." ' ^ Same Letter, or another? (Herr Ranke having his caprices !) * * ' You are a good man, my Podewils, and do what can be expected of you ' (Podowils has been apologising for his terrors ; and referring hopefully to Providence'): ' Perform faithfully the given work on your side, as I onrnme; for the rest, let what you call "Providence" decide as it <™* PraaUau* aveugle? Ranke, who alone knows, gives > oi-iriw* What an utterance, on the part of this little
mn  T     itM fCeptional with him; unu8ual> Accidental to the moment, and perhaps not ao impious as it looks !)_' neither
our